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Abstract :

Agricultural Sector is playing very important role economic development of India.
Agriculture Sector is a critical sector of the laadi economy. In India around 70% of the
population earns its livelihood from agriculturete. This is an attempt, through the review of
literature, to understand the history and chareties of the Indian agriculture sector, its
transition from traditional to commercial agricutuand the problems it faces. Modern
agricultural practices and the relationship withissnmental depletion have also been assessed.
The article discusses some of the development#ikciges faced by the Indian agriculture sector
in particular and developing nations in generdtieithcy, poor socioeconomic conditions, lack of
technical knowledge and awareness, small land ingdgimodernization leading to barren land
and disasters leading to rural poverty, weatheeddent farming systems, low per capita
income, underdeveloped physical infrastructures amelfficient bureaucratic procedures
associated with the comparatively high cost of @gtiral production. Natural disasters and
human induced environmental degradation are closeslsociated with improved farming
systems.

Introduction :

Indian Agricultural Sector is the largest sectafdoe industrial sector, which provides
employment. Agricultural sector is playing verypantant role in economic development of
India. The Indian agricultural sector trade hasnb&een to be the fastest growing in the world.
There are numerous estimates of the size of theudtgiral sector in India. Agriculture sector is
a critical sector of the Indian economy. In Indieound 70% of the population earns its
livelihood from agriculture sector. This is an aif, through the review of literature, to
understand the history and characteristics of titBah agriculture sector, its transition from
traditional to commercial agriculture and the pesbs it faces. Modern agricultural practices and
the relationship with environmental depletion halso been assessed. The article discusses
some of the developmental challenges faced bynten agriculture sector in particular and
developing nations in general — illiteracy, poorcieeconomic conditions, lack of technical
knowledge and awareness, small land holdings, magsion leading to barren land and
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disasters leading to rural poverty, weather-depeintieming systems, low per capita income,
underdeveloped physical infrastructures and iniefficbureaucratic procedures associated with
the comparatively high cost of agricultural prodoiet Natural disasters and human induced
environmental degradation are closely associatéu imiproved farming systems.
Objective of the Research Study :
The present research study was carried out wikhwiong objectives in view:

1. To study the conceptual background of Indian Adtisal Sector.

2. To study the trends in Indian Agricultural Sector.

3. To study and explain various Types of Farming uhidn

4. To study the Challenges faced by the Indian Agticel Sector.
Types of Farming in India :

The Present research study uses the most recdtgbdegpublished secondary data. To
achieve the above stated objectives, the secortddaywas used. The secondary data that are
mainly used are published in annual reports ofoumribanks and survey reports of leading
business magazines. The secondary data was alddrase various reference books related to
Agriculture, Agricultural Sector, Indian Economy-Gmmerce, E-Banking, M-Commerce
Information Technology, Marketing, Banking, Finah€&ommerce, Management etc. For the
said research study the secondary data is alsectedl from the various National and
International Research Journals which are relate@dmmerce, management, Marketing and
Finance.

For the said research study the data pertainirigeg@bove objectives was collected and
reviewed the literature on the topic concerned. Titegature was thus collected by visiting
various libraries. The Secondary data is also ctdtkfrom various websites, internet, books and
magazines.

Research Methodology :
Some of the major types of farming are discusséalbe
1. Commercial Farming: Commercial Farming is just the opposite of subsise farming.

In this case, most of the produce is sold in theketdor earning money. In this system,

farmers use inputs like irrigation, chemical fezgrs, insecticides, pesticides and High

Yielding Varieties of seeds etc. Some of the mag@nmercial crops grown in different

parts of India are cotton, jute, sugarcane, grouhatc. Rice farming in Haryana is

mainly for commercial purpose of this area are pneidantly wheat eaters. However in
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East and North-Eastern states of India, rice cafitn would be largely of subsistence
type.

2. Subsistence Farming: Majority of farmers in India practices subsisteriarming. This
means farming for own consumption. In other wottig, entire production is largely
consumed by the framers and their family and treypat have any surplus to sell in the
market. In this type of farming, landholdings area#l and fragmented. Cultivation
techniques are primitive and simple. In other wditksre is a total absence of modern
equipments like tractors and farm inputs like cleahifertilizers, insecticides and
pesticlides. In this farming farmes mostly culteraterals along with oil seeds, pulses,
vegetables and sugarcane.

3. Intensive Farming: Intensive Farming records high production pett ohiland. Best
example of intensive cultivation is in Japan whavailability of land for cultivation is
very limited. Similar kind of situation can be obsgd in the state of Kerala in India.

4. Extensive Farming: The basic difference between these two typesawhihg is the
amount of production per unit of land. In compamiswith temperate areas of USA,
Canada, and former USSR, India does not practitensive cultivation. When we use
large patch of land for cultivation then we call aktensive farming. Here, total
production may be high due to larger area but pet production is low. In India
extensive cultivation can be observed in Punjaby&taa and Western Uttar Pradesh.

5. Plantation Farming: Most of these crops were introduced in Indiatmy British in the
19" Century; Plantation farming is an artificial anstablished form. It is an estate
where a single cash crop is grown for sale. Thpe tyf agriculture involves growing and
processing of a single cash crop purely meantdte. Sea, coffee, rubber, banana and
spices are all examples of plantation crops.

6. Mixed Farming: It is a situation in which both raising cropsdamaring animals are
carried on simultaneously. Here farmers engagenhiked farming are economically
better off than others. All classifications are dzh®n nature and purpose of farming. It
may overlap. For example: Banana is a plantatigre tgf farming. It can also be
classified as commercial framing.

Challenges Faced By the Agriculture Sector — India
Major challenges faced by the agricultural seatdndia relate to the following aspects:

1. No. proper management of Irrigation
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Irrigation in India can be broadly classified irttwo parts, each having different
issues. There are a few major problems with surfagmtion. Irrigation facilities are
inadequate and there is no effective system managefar how much water is stored,
how much is used for irrigation or what value canadaded to this water. Consequently,
farmers depend on rainfall, specifically the Mons@eason. A good monsoon results in
robust growth for the economy as a whole, whilecarpmonsoon leads to sluggish
growth. With groundwater, the major problem is qtiigy.

2. Dependence of Agriculture on Weather:

Agriculture in India and many other developing coi@s depends on the
monsoon because irrigation facilities are not fulveloped. If the monsoon fails or it
rains heavily or untimely, it ruins agriculturalgoluction. Agriculture is also a gamble
with temperature. Too high a temperature negatiedfigcts the productivity of a crop.
The present insurance system in India does not cateh for any loss of crop due to
unfavorable and unavoidable climatic conditiongpest epidemics. Small farmers who
have taken loans to raise crops fall into heavyt debsuch situations and if this
continues, the poor farmer may starve and sometanes commits suicide as reported in
Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh.

3. Policies lead to show Agricultural growth:

Show agricultural growth is a matter of concerrmasost of India’s population is
dependent on rural employment for a living. Curragticultural practices are neither
economically nor environmentally sustainable andidis yields for many agricultural
commodities are low. Poorly maintained irrigatigrstems and lack of good extension
service are among the factors responsible. Farnaexess to markets is hampered by

poor roads, rudimentary market infrastructure, excessive regulation.

4. Poor socio Economic condition of Farmers:
llliteracy, the root cause of farmers’ poor socms@mic condition, should be
tackled vigorously. Though the government is taking initiative by adopting policies
like universal education, a highly centralized laweracy with low accountability and
inefficient use of public funds limits their impadn poverty. Lack of technical
knowledge and awareness are also responsible forploductivity, adding to the

problem of poverty among farmers. Other causesharelow progress in implementing
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land reforms inadequate or inefficient finance amarketing services for farm produce
and inconsistent government policy. Agriculturalbsidies and taxes often change
without notice for short-term political ends.

5. Inadequate Infrastructure & low Investment:

India has inadequate infrastructure and serviceaussr of low investment.
Farming equipment and infrastructure are scarcsidritthe provinces of Punjab and
Haryana. Because many of the farms are small, dn@ers cannot afford irrigation
systems that would increase productivity. Most faigns are family-owned and run and
do not take advantage of economies of scale —dheept that the cost per unit falls as
output quantities increase, because the problerandf absenteeism in big farms which
hinders the development of land increase produgthvecause the tenant who cultivates
the land has little care for its development ordpiativity. Low investment in big and
small of farms leads to lower production, ineffirotg and higher costs, one of the causes
of food inflation in India.

6. Disasters leading to Rural Poverty:

Rural poverty has two characteristics: the poveftyural human beings and the
poverty of weather prone rural areas. The degrandati natural resource may be caused
by drought or flood because of global warming orrbgdern farming methods which
affect the land negatively, ultimately making rupalople poor. The first one leaves the
land barren and the second one, though costlys lealhrge scale economies. Because of
high returns, farmers are tempted without givingutht to its ill effects. The poor who
cannot afford it fall further into the trap of patsebecause they cannot compete with rich
farmers while casual laborers lose their jobs whidr introduction of mechanization. To
remove rural poverty, small farmers and women rbesintegrated into the development
effort, so that they also contributor to the remafgoverty.

7. The average size of Land Holdings is small:

The average size of land holdings is less than 0B0,h2 and subject to
fragmentation due to land ceiling acts and, in saases, family disputes. Such small
holdings are often overmanned, resulting in disggiisunemployment and low
productivity of lab our.

8. Use of Technology is Inadequate:

Adoption of modern agricultural practices and u$d¢echnology is inadequate,
hampered by ignorance, high costs and impractycalithe case of small land holdings.

In India, farming practices are too haphazard awah-stientific and need some
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forethought before implementing any new technololye screening of technology is

important since all innovations are not relevanatbractive to all areas.
Conclusion :

Recent years, the nature of Agricultural Sector #redchallenges faced by the Indian
Agriculture Sector are increasing day-by-day. Imlyeaays, Agricultural Sector as well as
Industrial Sector is playing very important roleanonomic development of India. The role of
Agriculture Sector of social welfare view also emyhent is increasing day by day in India.
Agricultural Sector is playing very important rateeconomic development of India. Agriculture
sector is a critical sector of the Indian econoimyindia around 70% of the population earns its
livelihood from agriculture sector. This is an atf, through the review of literature, to
understand the history and characteristics of titkah agriculture sector, its transition from
traditional to commercial agriculture and the pevbs it faces. In India the agriculture sector
which is the backbone of Indian economy. In theicadpural sector, we have studied
physiographic, climate and natural vegetation ohidnlt still provides livelihood to the people in
our country. In the \agricultural sector, we havedged physiographic, climate and natural
vegetation in India. In India the agriculture seatdich is the backbone of Indian economy. It

still provides livelihood to the people in our cogn

References :

1. Nidhi Dwivedy, ‘Challenges faced by the Agricultugector in Developing Countries
with special reference to India’ International Jaluof Rural Studies (URS), ISSN-1023-
2001, vol. 18 no. 2, Oct. 2011.

2. Oyewole, B.A. & Oloko S.A. (2006). Agricultural arfebod Losses in Nigeria — the
Wary Out.

3. Prabu, M. J. (2010). Intergrated farming can altwedp farmers. Survey of Indian
agriculture. The Hindu. Pp-18-19.

4. Umeh, J. C., W. L. Lawal, V. U. Oboh (2006). Aglicual Productivity and Poverty
Alleviation Issues: The Nigerian Perspectives. imgional Jounal of Agric. Research
and Extension. 9(27-42)

5. Kumar, Ananda p. (2010). Conventional technologies inadequate. Survey of Indian
agriculture, The Hindu. pp-72-73.

6. Ekong, E. E. (2000). An Introduction to Rural Sootjy, Jumar Publishers. Ibadan. Pp.
68-75

66

For Details visit our website www.researchjourney.net




‘Research Journey’ International Multidisciplinary E- Research Journal | ISSN : 2348-7143
(Online)
Vol.1 Issue.2 | April-June-2014

7. Agriculture sector Indo British Parnership netwdRetrieved on December 2007.

8. Igtidar Husain Siddiqui, “Water Works and IrrigatidcSystem in India during Pre-
Mughal Times”, Journal of the Economic and Sociatéty of the Orient, Vol. 29, No.
1 (feb. 1986). Pp. 52-77.

9. Ghosh, Gopi & Chowrasia Sneha (2010). Enhancinga@tp of farmers to face
disasters. Surveyof Indian agriculture, The Hingar115-116.

10.Sengupta, Somini (22 June 2008). “The Food ChaiRertile India, Growth Outstrips
Agriculture”. New York Times. Retrived 23 April 20.

11.www.vri-online.org

12. www.ima-india.com

67

For Details visit our website www.researchjourney.net




